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http://grapevine.internal.ch/users/nbutler


Companies House background 
Started 1844 
Executive agency of BIS since 1988 
Trading fund since 1991 
Income £63M (as yet unaudited) 
Funding - 80% registration, 20% search 
Staff – about 880 
London, Edinburgh, Belfast and Cardiff  
Main Board  C.E. & 2 Exec. Directors.   
Chair  
Public Data Group  



UK Incorporations 2012-13
SC, 25454

NI, 5611

EW, 451730



UK Dissolutions 2012-13
SC, 16233

NI, 2891

EW, 281124



UK Total Register 2012-13

EW, 2749550

NI, 40966SC, 162058



UK Total Documents 2012-13

EW, 7448742

NI, 109790SC, 442240



TYPES OF COMPANY 



Private limited company 
 
Private company limited by 

guarantee 
 
Limited Liability Partnership 
 
Public Limited Company 
 
Community Interest Company 
 
 
 



Community Interest Companies 



http://www.bis.gov.uk/cicregulator 

http://www.cicregulator.gov.uk/index.shtml


The CIC Bubble 

Legal Structure 
Flexible Form 

Statutory Clauses in Articles of Association 
Statutory Asset Lock 

Community Interest Test 
Annual Report 
Transparent 

Regulation Regulation 

R
egulation 

R
egulation 







Incorporation 



Names – pick the right one 



Same as and rules 
Permitted characters 
Offensive 
Use could constitute a criminal 
offence 
Sensitive e.g. national, royal 
Government 
Requiring approval from a 
relevant body 
Opportunistic registrations 































Web incorporations 

 Accessed via .gov.uk 
 Separate service to WebFiling 
 Incorporate Private Limited By Shares 
 Adopting Model Articles 
 Companies Act 2006 
 Cost £15 

Simple form only 



 Register using an email address and password 
 Sent email as confirmation of registration  
 WebFilers can use email address and security 

code 
 Authentication code will be sent to registered 

office once incorporated 
 Encourage WebFiling 
 









Joint registration   

start –up and tax 



Joint registration  

Optional 
HMRC need to know – if company intends to 

start trading straight away 
Date company expects to become active 

and when a/c period likely to begin 
If likely to make a return on a CT61 
If taking over another business 



Software incorporation 





      Paper incorporation   



Sole director 



Service addresses 



At least one natural person 



Registered Office 

Registered Office 





S.A.I.L.  
Single alternative inspection location 



Company registration 
 
How long? 

– Within 5 days (electronic 90% in 24 hours) 

How much? 

– £40 standard service - paper 

– £100 same day service - paper 
– £13 e-incorporation – software 
– £30 e-incorporation – software same day 
– £15 web incorporation 

 



Directors and 
secretaries 



Shadow directors 



Trading disclosures 



Stationery (including e-mails 
and websites) 

– Company name 

– Place of registration 

– Registered number 

– Registered office address  

 



Name must be displayed 
At the registered office – dormant exempt 
Where carrying on business – unless for living 
Continuously but  6+ companies 15 seconds 

every 3 minutes 
Failure to comply – offence and possible fine  



Life of a company - filing 





         What can be filed on-line? 
                      What’s new? 
 

    
 
 
 



CHARGES 



Software Filing 





WebFiling 



•     You need a PC with internet access 

•     No purchase of software required 

•     Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

•     Go to our website home page at 

www.companieshouse.gov.uk 

 

           WebFiling  





      The Annual Return  

All companies have to file one each 
year  

 
£13 filing fee online 
 
£40 filing fee for paper filing 
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UK Accounts Types Filed 

Audit Exempt - 71%

Dormant - 19%

Audited/Others - 10%



Accounting periods   
 
Private companies have 9 (calendar) 

months to file 
 

Public companies have 6 (calendar) 
months to file 

 
 













Rejections 



Annual Accounts UK 
Split between Paper, Software and Web Rejection Rates - 

4%
14%

82%

Web Software Paper



Annual Accounts UK - Top Reject Reasons 
(Software) - April 2013

61%19%

18%

2%

0%

MUD duplicate

Company Name/Number mismatch

ARD/MUD absent/incorrect

Accounts received are for a CIC
company
Accounts period end date in future



Annual Accounts UK - Top Reject Reasons (Web) - April 2013

70%

27%

2%

1%

MUD duplicate

Accounts received are for a CIC
company

ARD/MUD absent/incorrect

Abbreviated accounts for PLC



Annual Accounts UK - Top Reject Reasons (Paper) 
April 2013

31%

25%

18%

15%

6%
5%

MUD duplicate

Balance sheet signature

Other

ARD/MUD absent/incorrect

Directors name absent

Invalid company name



Annual Accounts UK - Top Reject Reasons (All)
 April 2013

45%

19%

17%

14%

5%

MUD duplicate

Balance sheet signature

ARD/MUD absent/incorrect

Other

Company Name/Number mismatch



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 

9,616 AA accepted by 
03/12/2012 



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 

9,616 AA accepted by 
03/12/2012                          

45,933 AA accepted 
during week 2    (w/e 

10/12/2012) 



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 

9,616 AA accepted by 
03/12/2012                          

45,933 AA accepted 
during week 2    (w/e 

10/12/2012) 

62,512 AA accepted 
during week 3    (w/e 

17/12/2012) 



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 

9,616 AA accepted by 
03/12/2012                          

45,933 AA accepted 
during week 2    (w/e 

10/12/2012) 

62,512 AA accepted 
during week 3    (w/e 

17/12/2012) 

97,524 AA accepted 
during week 4     (w/e 

24/12/2012) 



Accounts Accepted December 2012 
 

Of 273,366 Accepted Accounts in December 2012 
 

9,616 AA accepted by 
03/12/2012                          

45,933 AA accepted 
during week 2    (w/e 

10/12/2012) 

62,512 AA accepted 
during week 3    (w/e 

17/12/2012) 

97,524 AA accepted 
during week 4     (w/e 

24/12/2012) 

57,781                   AA 
accepted during 
week 5     (w/e 

31/12/2012) 



Joint filing with HMRC 

 



HMRC/ CH Joined Up Principle But Two Filings 
 iXBRL accounts  

Format  
e.g from AP Software  

 

Government  
Gateway 

Submission  
Validation 

HMRC 
Accounts filed 
Corp Tax filed 

CH Gateway 
Submission  

Validation 

Filed to CH 
Via Software 

Upload or direct  

Link to CT Return 

Full 
Full 

Abbr 



OUTPUTS 



eFuture 



Compliance 



Record 
keeping 



reminder letters 



E-reminders 





CASE OFFICERS 





Changes and a consultation process 

Late filing penalties 



Late filing penalties 
How late are the 
accounts delivered 

Penalty – Private 
Company 

Penalty - 
PLC 

Not more than one 
month 

£150 £750 

More than one month 
but not more than 
three months 

£375 £1500 

More than three 
months but not more 
than six months 

£750 £3000 

More than six months £1500 £7500 



Strike off / dissolution 
Strike off and 

dissolution 



Closing / Dissolving a company 
In the last 3 months: 
 
Not traded 
 
Not changed the company name  
 
Has not made a disposal for value of property or rights 
 
Is not subject to any legal proceedings 
  
Form DS01 Striking-off application must be: 
Signed by the majority of directors  
Submitted with a £10 fee 



Provision – only available when: 
Crown/Duchy of Cornwall/Duchy of 

Lancaster has signified consent (bona 
vacantia) 

Company was carrying on business/ in 
operation at time of dissolution 

Company must deliver documents 
necessary to bring record up to date 

 

Administrative Restoration 





Registrars powers 



Delivery of information – form, 
authentication how submitted, signatures 
fees etc 
Powers to amend the register – removal, 
annotation 
Inconsistency and rectification 
Informal correction 
Second filings 
Making information unavailable 
 
 
 

Registrar’s Powers 





FRAUD 









Example of hi-jack arising 
from paper filing of documents 







Monitor 



Offences under the Companies Act 

Offences under the Companies 
Act 



Making information available 

















Mobile app 













USERS PANEL 









         Contact Number 

Local Rate telephone number for all general      
   enquiries is: 

               0303 1234 500 
           

       For general email enquiries:- 

    enquiries@companieshouse.gov.uk 

 
 





Thank you  
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